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The Marriage of IS AAC. 


G EN, xxiv. 31. 

Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore 

. ſtandeſt thou without ? 

| Wi Abraham was grown old, and de- 
| fired to ſee his ſon Iſaac married before his 
departure out of the world, and feared leſt he 
ſhould take a wife of the daughters of the Canaanites, 
he called his ſteward Eliezer, and ſent him to 
the city of Nahor, in Meſopotamia, to ſeek there a 
wife for his ſon; and when the ſteward was come 
into that country, and found Rebekah by a well, 
without the gates of the city, and hoped God 
had ſent her as an anſwer to his prayers. He 
enquired her name, and aſked if there was room 
in her father's houſe, that he might lodge there? 
And Rebekah made haſte to let her mother and 
brother Laban know that there was a ſtranger, 
with fome young men and camels, waiting at 
the well, and who defired to lodge with them. 
I ſuppoſe ſhe related to them what had paſſed, 
how ſhe had ſeen him at firſt, when ſhe went out 
for water, praying by the well, and calling upon 
the God of Abraham, and how kindly he had be- 
haved to her, and given her a preſent of a coſtly 
frontlet or jewel, aſter ſhe had watered his breaſts, 
and how ſhe obſerved him bowing down and wor- 
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ſhipping the Lord God of his maſter, when fhe 
had told him. whoſe daughter ſhe was, and piven 
him hopes that he might lodge in their houſe; 
from all which Laban could eafily think he was 
not of the heathen, but of thoſe who' knew the 
Lord, and therefore glad to find one of that num- 
ber (for ſuch have always been few and rare in 
the world) he ran out to meet the good man, and 
began to ſalute and accoſt him in the words of m) 
text, . Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord! where- 


fore ſtandeſt thou without? for I have prepared the 


houſe and room for the camels.” 


Throughout the whole account of this extra- 


ordinary tranſaction, and manner of bringing 
about the marriage of Iſaac and Rebekah, there 
are ſome things to be obſerved to our comfort 
and inſtruction, who live in this time of the 
New Teſtament grace, in theſe days of the Son of 
man. | 

believe we ſhould not be content to read the 


ſcriptures of patriarchal times merely as a true 


hiſtory, The Holy Ghoſt, doubtleſs, intended 
that all ſhould preach Jeſus Chriſt to us, though at 
that time but darkly, till the veil was taken 
away : But, according to St. Paul, all were ſha- 
dos of him that was to come, namely, Jeſus Chriſt 
our daviour, the Huſband and Spouſe of our ſouls, 

L will m-ke oblcrvations on ſome paſſages, 
which in this hiftory are handed down to us, and 
ſh: w wat a reien blance it has to the ſpiritual 
marriage of the J. amb and his church, with all the 
many circumſtances that attend it, 


I do not coubt but Abraham could have found 


women encugh in the land of Canaan, where he 
dwelt, ano wherein he was now rich, and a ſort 


of prince among the people, equally as fair, and 


fax 
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far more wealthy than in that land to which he 
ſent his ſervant to get his ſon a wife; but he 
Joved that country : And though it was far off, and, 
perhaps, the inhabitants poor, yet he choſe thence _ 
to fetch a bride for Iſaac, and made his ſervant 
promiſe, and even ſwear to him, not to let his 
ſon marry one of the daughters of the land wherein 
he lived. 5 „ Ae! 

The ſervant was willing to do all his maſter 
would have him promiſe, but had one ſcruple, 
and that was, in caſe none of the country of Meſo- 
potamia ſhould be willing to leave their own land, 
or be perſuaded to accept of the offer which he 
ſhould make, and, on this account, could not 
vow abſolutely to obey him: therefore good old 
Abraham fatisfied him, and affured him, in this 
caſe, he ſhould be free from his oath. | 

The ſteward immediately promiſes to do al 
that lay in his power; and as all the goods of- 
his maſter were in his hands, he took ſeveral young 
men with him, and ten camels, and went out in 
queſt of the native country of his maiter. | 
The ſcripture obſerves, that when he came to 
the city or town of Nahor, he did not rathly 
enter into it, (ſo much he had learned of Abraham, 
who once in faith went out, not knowing whither 
he went, till God brought him into that good 
land) but depending upon the Lord God of his 
maſter, he ſtopped by a well, without the town, 
and reſted his camels, and prayed: to be directed 
in chooſing the fright perſon, the woman that the 
Lord would have for Iſaac's wifez nay, he went 
ſo far as to pray, that when the maids of the 
place. ſhould come out for water, and he ſhould 
aſk one for leave to drink at her pitcher, the 
Lord ſhould make that a fign to him, that 2 


* 
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ſhe was the right perſon, ſhe ſhould give him wil. 
lingly, and offer his camels water alſo. He had 
not ended his prayer before Rebekah came in fight 
with her pitcher upon her ſhoulder; and when ſhe 
had filled it at the well, he aſked her for leave to 
drink, and ſhe readily conſented, and ſaid, Drink, 
and I wil] draw water for thy camels alſo.“ 

The ſimplicity and piety of the ſteward, as 
well az the condeſcenſion of the Moſt High, is 
here to be admired. What do reaſoning and un- 
believing men loſe for want of that child-like 
and honeſt heart, which once ſhone ſo clearly in 
ancient days? We read theſe accounts with plea- 
ſure, and obſerve how ſimply the creature prays, - 
and how graciouſly the Creator anſwers, that 
we would always tread the ſteps of the former, 
and we ſhould And the latter is the ſame. The 
Lord that changes not is his name. If in our mi- 
nuteſt and leſs material matters, we implored his 
help, we ſhould find him our God and guide to 
death, and he would direct and anſwer us in all 
things to our eternal comfort. Wy 
„While Rebekah was watering the camels, and 
fulfilling the ſign the ſteward had aſked of God; 
it is ſaid, ** The man, wondering at her, held his 
peace, to ſee if the Lord had proſpered his journey 
or not.” One ſhould have thought he needed not 
to have doubted, but made his offers, and told his 
errand directly: Yet though he was not too eager, 
but waited upon the Lord to ſee what he would do, 
he took a golden ear-ring, or rather a jewel for 
the forchead, of great value, and two bracelets, 
and gave them to her, and aſked, ** Who ſhe was? 
and if he and his men could lodge at her Father's 
houſe??? All this, as I obſcrved before, ſhe related 


— 
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to her parents and to her brother, who therefore 
met and invited him home to his houſe in that 


manner, Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord,” &. 


And when they had unloaded the camels and fod= 


dered them, and waſhed the ſteward's feet, and 
the feet of his young men, they invited them to 
eat, but (ſee an inſtance of the ſteward's great 
faithfulneſs) he would not eat until he had told his 
errand. And he began and ſaid, I am Abraham's 
ſervant; and, from firſt to laſt, related all what 
he had ſworn to his maſter, and how he was come 
to get a wife for Iſaac; how he had prayed by the 
well for direction in his choice of a fe perſon, 
and how it had gone with Rebekah, as an anſwer 
to his prayer: And now, added he, Deal honeſtly 
with me, and ſay if you will let your daughter 
go with me; and if not, then will I ſearch farther 
to the right hand or to the left? and both Bethuel, 
her father, and Laban, her brother, anſwered, It 


is of the Lord: Rebekah is before thee, take her to 
be thy maſter's ſon's wife, as the Lord hath ſpoken.” 


When the ſteward heard this, he was ſo thankful 
that he had ſucceeded, that he bowed down to the 
earth, and worſhipped: the Lord. And now he 
opened his treaſures, and gave her jewels of ſil- 


ver and jewels of gold, and fine raiment; He 


gave alſo to her mother and brother precious 


things, and they eat and drink, and tarried all 


night. In the morning, wien the parents of 
Rebekah would have detained tne ſteward, who was 
for haſtening back to Canaan, and he preſſed hard 
to have leave to depart, they aſked their daughter, 
«© Wilt thou go with this man?” As if they had 
aid, thou ſeeſt upon what conditions thou goeſt 3 
thou haſt a long journey before thee : thou mult 


leave thy own relations and native country; thou 


art 
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5 
art to go with this ſtranger into a foreign land; 
what wilt thou do? wilt thou go? and ſhe an- 
ſwered, I will go. And now the ſervant's heart 
muſt leap for joy, and. be fully convinced how 
God had proſpered -his journey, And they ſent 
away Rebekah with her nurſe Deborah, and ſome 
damſels her companions; and they bleſſed Rebekah 
in a tender manner, and ſhe took leave, and 
came with the ſteward and the ſervants into the 
fouth country, And Iſaac was out in the fields, 
about evening, praying: I ſuppoſe he was intreat- 
ing the Lord to proſper his father's ſervant, and 
to preſerve his bride on the journey, and let no 
evil befal them. And while he was ſpeaking, he 
faw the camels coming, and Rebekah ſaw him at 
a diſtance, and aſked the ſtewar, Who is it that 
comes to meet us?” and the ſteward told her, It 
is my maſter Iſaac.” And ſhe was aſhamed, and 
alighted, and put a veil upon herſelf and bowed 
down before him. And the ſteward told Iſaac all 
that had pafſed; and Iſaac took Rebekah and 
brought her into his mother's houſe, and ſhe be- 
came his wiſe. 7 | 5 | 
This is the ſubſtance of the ſacred hiſtory, 
which I have repeated, the better to bring to your 
minds the circumſtances of this marriage. And 
now I will ſpeak of the real and eternal myſtery of 
the marriage of the Lamb, from this of Iſaac and 
Rebekah; which however bleſſed and extraordinary, 
is yet, like all other pure marriages, but a figure of 
{Gan dre. ©: | 795 8 
None muſt be offended, that I ſpeak in ſuch 
terms of the kingdom of God and our eternal 
ſalvation, or becauſe I compare it to a wedding, 
&c. for our Saviour has himſelf made the com- 
pariſon thus in many places of the New Teſta- 
1 ment. 
| 


dom of 
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ment, He ſays, * The kingdom of God is like vie- 
gins, who took their lamps and went out to meet 


the Brid ——_— Matt. xv. Again, The king- 

od is like a marriage which a king made 
for his ſon; and he ſent out his ſervants at ſupper- 
time to invite thoſe that were bidden to the * 


per, & c. Matt. xxii. &c. 


The matter is true and certain: : The King is 


the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus, the Rig 


2 kings, and Lord of lords. The Son is 8 — 

only begotten of God, who is himſelf God the 
Creator, and Heir of all things, the Maker and 
Lord of all. This Son, begotten before all worlds, 
will celebrate an everlaſting marriage with his ere 


tures, and ſends out his miniſters, his ſtewards of 


the myſteries of his kingdom, and ſervants to in- 
vite and bring in ſouls to the wedding: And, pro- 


perly, this is the ſole buſineſs of every true 
preacher of the goſpel, The office Abraham's 


ſervant had is theirs alſo, only he was to get a 


a wife for an earthly prince, but we for an hea- 
venly, even the Prince of the kings of the earth. 


«© Blefled are all they that are called to the marriages 
ſupper of the Lamb, Rev: xix. 9. 

As Abraham might have took a wiſe for his 
ſon of the daughters of the land where he lived, 
perhaps more fair and rich than any in Meſopota- 
mia, but would not, and choſe rather out of love to 


that far country, to fetch his daughter the wife of 


his ſon: So God, who, from all eternity, had de- 
ſigned the Lamb's marriage, might have choſen 
for him a wife among the inhabitants of heaven. 
There were many of the bleſſed angels who had 
kept their firſt eſtate, and were fairer and better 
than any of the children of men; Of theſe he 
might have thought good to cle the bride af 
. B riſt, 
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Chriſt, or created him ſouls after his own heart, 
in perfect holineſs and innocency, who could 
have been his ſpouſe for ever: But here firſt ap- 
peared the tender mercy of God Almighty : He 
loved this world, and will have his miniſters from 
*% _ hence call a people who ſhall be his ſon's wife. 
He will ſend into this far country (and farther 
from him, in this our fallen eſtate, we cannot be, 
. unleſs we were quite in hell) and invite fouls to 
his ſupper : © Come in, he ſays, all things are ready, 
come to the marriage.” This, then, is the office of 
a miniſter to bring this glad news to a loſt world; 
and ſhould they not be able to perſuade men, 
ſhould they fail; or ſhould the ſouls to whom 
the gracious offers of divine love are made, re- 
fuſe, they (the miniſters) ſhall be clear, like the 
Reward of Abraham: but it would be better if 
the refuſers had not been born. If the miniſters, 
the -watchmen, warn the people, and they will 
not hear, then ſhall the watchmen be free, and 
their blood ſhall be upon their own heads; this 
God had told the prophet Ezekiel long ago. But 
Why do I ſpeak thus? I hope better things of 
you, my brethren, and things that accompany 
ſalvation. I hope you rejoice at the good news 
of the redemption, and are ready to follow the 
Lamb. O that not one of you may be wanting 
when the trumpet ſhall proclaim the marriage of 
the Lamb is come. May you and I, in that day, 
be like virgins betrothed to him; virgins as him- 
felf expreſſes it, with our lamps burning, and 
having on the wedding-garment, that when he 
ſhall open, we may enter into the wedding cham- 
ber, and go no more out.“ TP 
| A ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, a miniſter of the 
6 goſpel, ſhould learn ſomewhat of the ſervant of 
# - 2 : Abraham, 
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was come into the houſe, and welcomeg 'in 
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Mb For, firſt, ſee how ready he was, at 


his maſter's word, to go out, nor appears un- 
willing to undertake the journey, or undergo any 


trouble or pains, ſo he might but pleaſe his lord; 


and, even when he came to the place, from 
whence he ſhould take a wife for his maſter's ſon, 
he firſt looks up to the God of his maſter, on 
whoſe bleſſing he alone depended; and ok 

ſo 


ther, when all things ſeemed to ſucceed, 3 


civil and joyful a manner, and a feaſt: was pre- 


pared, his heart was too faithful to forget his great 


buſineſs; he could not, he- would not eat till he 
had told his errand, and made it ſure that Rebekah 


| ſhould go with him. OAhat. thus every miniſter 


would "ay Their work is of much greater 
weight and conſequenge than this of the ſteward, 


and their office more. divine and ſacred. What | 


ſervant or witneſs 'of our Saviour then, who 


' knows_what it has coſt their Lord and Maſter to 
ranſom ſouls, can think much of leaving all that he 


has, undertaking journies, paſſing through many 
troubles, fatigues, difficulties, evil and good 
reports, and even ſpending his days in pain and 
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labour, and wearing out himſelf in the buſineſs, 


if, after all, he can but be the happy means of 
bringing ſome to the marriage ? Let them know 
then who their Maſter is, nor raſhly run forward 


without their errand, or be wearied in his work. | 


Let them follow Abraham's ſteward in this re- 


ſpect, and make their prayer to the Lord, to di? 


rect and proſper, and bleſs them in their office, 
for elſe they may preach till his ſecond coming, 


and not win one ſoul to his kingdom. Juſt ſo a 


it happened once to ſome of his diſciples, who | 
were A and whom he intended to make 
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f fiſhers of men, without him they had toiled 
0 and rowed the whole night, and caught nothing; | 
bdut when he came to them, and they had let down 
the net at his word, they incloſed ſuch a num 
ber of fiſhes, that their net brake, and all their 
boats were filled with fiſh. This miracle of our 
Saviour's taught them afterwards in their better 
Hiſhery, that without him they could do no- 
thing.” But as ſurely as a ſervant of the Lord goes 
out in his name, and with his blefling, he ſhall 
find his Maſter's preſence with him to the end of 
| the world: And when he invites the ſouls to*come 
to the marriage, he ſhall make them a willing 
people, and their hearts ſhall anſwer to the miniſ- 
ter's joy, Iwill go.” A miniſter muſt learn ſome- 
| thing more, ee that part of his office which 
jntitles him to the name of a watchman : As Abra- 
bam's ſervant waited by the well, and as a fiſher- 
man waits for the ſhoals of fiſh, and is contented 
to be out in all ſtorms, rains, heats, colds, and 
inclement weather, only that he may ſucceed and 
_ Proſper, ſo ſhould a miniſter of the Lord Chriſt 
i watch for ſouls, and remember, to his laſt hour, 
pe muſt not be a lord over them, nor maſter, nor 
head, but he is a ſervant, and, and like his High- 
Prieſt, muſt be among them as one that ſerves, 
He ſhou'd be ready in ſea!/on and out of ſeaſon, 
| and encure hardſhips as a good ſoldier, waiting 
for the bicfled time of bringing many to the Sa- 
viour, and filling his houſe with gueſts. ' Such 
faithful men may be deſpiſed in their day, and 
elicemed mean and fooliſh, and perſecutions may 
thwart and hinder them for a while, but let them 
follow the Captain ot their ſalvation : let them 
tale up his crofs and reproach, and go out of the 
|» camp after him; and eſteem what ever they — 
| ſufter 
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ſuffer for his ſake, an honour, ſo they may but 
finiſh their courſe with joy, and hear the Lord ſay 
to them, in that day, Well done.“ This ſh 
amply reward them for all. To | 
But to return; as ſoon as the ſteward had re- | 
ceived an, anſwer to his prayer, and Rebekah had 

done watering her camels, he gave her a jewel for 1 
the forehead, and bracelets for her hands, of fine | 
gold; juſt ſo when our Saviour takes bold of 
the heart, and a finner comes to him, he alſo be- 

ſtows the antitype of this jewel. He gives the 
„% Mark of the Lamb in the forebead, the ſeal of 
his Holy Spirit, which no man knows but him that 
receives it. He puts his mark upon the ſheep 
that he had loſt, and ſays, thou art mine; their 
hands lay hold on eternal life, and a joy ſprings 
up in the heart which ſha}l have no end. Scarce 
had Rebekah received this preſent, but ſhe ran to 
acquaint her brother and her: father's houſe of 
her good luck, and this was one chief reaſon 
of Laban's meeting the ſteward afterwards with 
that pretty ſalutation. He ſaw the bracelets. on 
his ſiſter's arms, and the jewel upon her fore» 
head, and received him into the houſe joyfully, 
with, „Come in, thou blefſed of the Lord!” It is 
common for a new-born- ſoul, when he has found 
mercy, and knows his fins are forgiven, and that 
our Saviour has marked and ſealed him to the day 
of redemption, that he goes and tells his friends 
and dear relations what the Lord has done for 
bim, and how God has had compaſſion on him. 
$5 Come hither, can he ſay, like David, all you that 
fear God, and I will tell you what he hath done 
for my ſoul.” Would to God all that hear me to- 
day, knew what this frontlet meant, this mark 
of the Lamb in their ſorehead, and could g6 


hen 
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bdence ® all their - pious acquaintance, and relate 


' tÞ them, J have found the Lord; I have got re- 


Amption in his blood; I am his, and he is mine; 


he has written upon me his new name, 


The hoſpitality” and kindnefs wherewith! the 
whole family of Bethual received the ſteward, is 


not to be paſſed over in ſilence: It ſhould teach 


us to de glad to receive into our houſes the chil- 
dren of God, and ſuch as bear his name, or 
confefs him; for thus ſome have entertained an- 
gels -unawares ; and thus this act of civility be- 
came afterwards a blefling and happineſs to the 
whole family. But I muit once more commend 
the faithfulneſs of the ſteward: he would not 
eat till he had delivered his meſſage; he did not 


want their food and raiment, their ſilver or gold, 
be wanted to have them become rich and happy 8 


through their kindred to Abraham. He wanted to 
make their daughter a princeſs, and an honour 
in the land, and thus far he ſucceeded. And 
now, my den brethren and fiſters, 1 muſt let 
vou know, alſo, my errand to you to-day. | I 
am the Lord the Ged of Abraham 5 
Maſter is over all in heaven and earth; ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand worſhip before him, 
and al} lay their crowns down at his feet. He 
is Lord of all; but he bas a Son whom he has 
appointed Heir of all things, and by whom 
al! worlds were made, who is the Maker, Re- 
deemer, and Preſerver of men, and who is now 
about to celebrate his everlaſting marriage in the 
kingdom of God. I come now to get a wife 
For my Mafter among you. O think as if I aſked 
one by one, Wilt thou go? Jeſus Chriſt, my Maf- 
ter, the eternal Son of God, chooſes poor ſiſiners 
40 be is bride z' he delights to dwell with the 
6 \ | Children 
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children of men. He loves us with everlaſtige 


loye; and therefore left all his holyangels, h 
miniſtring ſpirits, the thrones and prineipalities; 


and comes down from heaven to earth to call 
you. to his marriage. This is no ſimilitude, no 


parable, no likeneſs or figure, but this is a real 
and ſolid truth, you may de the bride, the 
Lamb's wife. Vou, poor people, who have long 
lived without him in the world, and have been 
careleſs and àt eaſe in Sion: Ye unhappy ſouls; 
who have lived a profane and wicked Jife; 
diſtreſſed and forſaken wretches, who are weary 
and heavy laden, come ye to the marriage : Aff 
things are ready, come, and he will in no wiſe 
eaſt yeu out. Ho! ye ſenſualiſts, ye lovers of 
the world and pleaſure; ye who have ſpent whole 
days and nights in your luſts, and have loved 


the tabret and muſic in your feaſts: Ve drunk“ 


ards, whoremongers, adulterers, and unclean, 
there is yet room; ye may come to the marriage. 
e. who fit and ſigh for mercy, ye who are pained 
at the heart, and would give the world to be 
ſaved, whoſe ſouls are awakened and concerned 
about the redemption, in the name of Jeſus, 


the Son of God, L invite: you to the marriage. In 
the name of Jeſus I offer you, Will you be his 


bride? Will you go to him ?. Why then, lo, all 


things are ready; God the Father is ready to 
meet thee, to fall upon thy neck and kiſs and 


pardon thee, - God the Son, thy Maker, is ready 


to be, thy huſband; his righteouſneſs ſhall be th 

wedding-garment, and his white robe: ſhall 
dreſs thee. God the Holy Ghoſt is ready to ſeal} | 

thee to the day of redemption, ' to bear witneſs 


in thy heart, thou art a child of God. The 
blood of ſeſus is ready to waſh thee ; the W 
| of 
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of Jeſus are ready to heal thee; the grave of 


Jeſus is ready to bury and hide all thy fins ; the 
napkin he left behind is ready to wipe the tears 


.from thy eyes; the angels are ready to rejoice | 


over thee; a place is ready for thee in heaven; 
all things are ready; only let thy heart te ready, 
only be thou able to ſing like David, O God, my 
heart is ready; and then nothing is wanting; 
„ Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore 
ſtandeſt thou without ? come in and be ſaved 
eternally. EA „„ „ 1 


Nothing ſeemed ſo to offend and grieve he King 


in the parable, as that ſome made their excuſes; 
one had too much buſineſs on his hands, another 
had his farm and oxen to mind, and another loved 
his wife more than him, and prayed to be excuſed: 
fuch are the trifling excuſes all men make in our 
days. One ſuppoſes none has ſuch cares and vex- 
atious people round about him as he. Another 
thinks it is very well for people who, having no- 
thing elſe to do, to follow Jeſus, and be devoted 


Wholly to him; but for him, he thinks, I am in 


trade, I muſt mind my bulineſs and be diligent ; 


I muſt conform to the world, and have no ſpare 
time, I hope God will not require it of me. Alas! 


poor man, what does he require ? he only would 
have thee ſaved ſor ever. He only would make 


thee happy in the bride chamber to eternity. 
Take care, left it be ſaid once to thee, Thou 


haſt loved houſe and land, &c. better than me, 
and thou be indeed excuſed from coming to his 


ſupper: But the moſt fooliſh and inexcuſable 


af all, are they who think I am married; and 


therefore I cannot come. Theſe are of two ſorts, 


ſuch as love huſband and wife, or children, more 
than our Saviour, and ſuch as being cumbered 


' 
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with concern for their maintenance, hope to be 


excuſed thereby before God The former ſhould 
reſolve like St. Auſtin, and every true believer, 


rather to leave father, and mother; and huſband, 


and wife, and children, than not be Chriſt's 
diſciple : The latter, while he takes care for the 
body and bread that periſhes, ſhould have a double 
concern for the bread that endureth to eternal 


life His chief aim ſhould be to come himſelf to 


our Saviour, and bring his children and wife'with 
him, that ſo, when he ſhould give ari account of 
things done in the body, before the judgment - ſeats 
he might ſay with joy, as our Saviour did, in ano- 
ther ſenſe, ©* Here are the children thou haſt given 
me, and I have loſt none.” How happy are thoſe 
parents who can anſwer thus! 5 9 


But how ill our Saviour takes it, of all ſuch as 
about to frame excuſes in this weighty matter? 


and how dangerous it is, may be ſeen in the goſpel, 
where the King is ſaid to be angry with them, and 
ſaid, not one of them ſhall taſte of my fupper.” 
O then awake, ye ſouls; who have thought on 


making an excuſe, and hear the alarm; rite up and 
follow him; and be determined; at al! hazardsg 
at the loſs of all things; to have the Lord for 
your Huſband, and come follow the Lamb to the 


upper. „„ FO CFP a ' 8 
How many excuſes might Rebekah have framed, 

if ſhe had been unwilling to go to Iſaac? She 

might have thought, Iſaac is a prince in the 


land, and I am unfit to be his wife: I have been 
brought up in a plain ſervant-like manner; I 
have lived as an hand-maid in my father's houſe, 
and have nothing wherein to appear before aac, 
becoming his bride; therefore had Iſaac ſent her 
fine raiment to make her 8 and jewels of ſil- 
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ver and jewels of gold, to adorn her as a bride 
for the bridegroom. Juſt ſo you complain: Ah! 
IF am unfit to be our Saviour's bride; I have been a 
ſervant to the world and the devil; my beſt righte- 
ouſneſs is fin and filthy rags; how then ſhould I 
venture to appear before him, whe am vile duſt 
and aſhes! How ſhall I bow myſelf before him 
whoſe eyes can ſee no iniquity ? Why, therefore, 
has thy dear Redeemer, thy heavenly Iſaac, pre- 
pared his blood to waſh thee and make thee clean, 
and without ſpot or wrinkle before him? His 
1ighteouſneſs ſhall be a robe to thee, and his ſalva- 
tion thy fine linen, thy  wedding-garment : This 
is the righteouſneſs of the ſaints; in this thou ſhalt 
be fair, altogether fair, and no ſpot in thee. In this 
raiment, all glorious within, ſhalt thou be brought 
to the King, and he ſhall have pleaſure in thy 
beauty, His merits ſhall be to thee better than 
_ jewels of filver and jewels: of gold; and thou ſhalt 
de perfect through the comelineſs which he ſhall 
put upon thee. Do not be afraid, only believe, 
and draw near and come. 
But Rebekah could have made another objec- 
tion: She could have thought, the, way is long, 
I ſhall not be able to walk to Canaan; 1 ſhall nei- 
ther find my way, nor have ftrength to travel ſo 
far: Therefore had Iſaac ſent her a guide to ſhew 
her the way, and camels to carry her. You may 
alſo think, O, I do not know the way to heaven; 
and. did I know how to get thither, I am afraid I 
ſhould never have ſtrength to hold out; I ſhould 
fit doun weary on this fide Jordan, and never 
reach the new Jerufalem, the land of Canaan: 
Therefore, Jeſu's everlaſtiog arms, his ſhoulders, - 
and boſom, and his dear wounds, ſhall be thy cha- 
riot. This is that ſpoken of in Solomon's ſong: 

LY | 6 jt 
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cc Tt is paved with love, and lined with purple, fit 
for the daughters of Jeruſalem.” He travelled and 
was Weary, that thou mighteſt hold out to the 
end, and be ſaved. He was fatigued and faint, 
that thou mighteſt run and not be weary, and walk 
and not faint, He will carry the Jambs in his 
boſom, and bear thee upon his ſhoulders, till thou 
art at home, His holy ſcriptures, and his Spirit 
| ſhall guide thee. He ſhall lead you into all truth, 
„ The Lord himſelf will be thy God and guide 
unto death,” . 
Rebekah could yet have reaſoned, I am now 
azdorned with jewels and fine raiment, but, per- 
haps, on my journey, robbers may aſſault me, and 
take all away; or wild beaſts fall upon me in the 
wilderneſs, and tear me to pieces; therefore had 
Ilaac ſent her a company of young men to guard 
her, and keep off every enemy. When you reflect, 
I am afraid ſatan will rob me of all again, or 
come upon me like a roaring lion, and devour me, 
then know, Jeſus has commanded his angels to 
encamp round about thee/ As when Jacob went 
out, God's hoſt went out with him, ſo it ſhall be 
with thee; the angels ſhall wait upon thee, and 
keep off every danger, till they have landed thee 
above, with ſongs of everlaſting, joy. The Arch- 
angel, the Angel of the covenant, Chriſt Jeſus, 


goes before ther. He ſhall not leave thee, nor for- 


lake thee in this howling wilderneſs. He will bear 
thee up; be of good comfort; only come, and all 
ſhall be well. . | 

But Rebekah could ſtill have objected, I am now 
to paſs through a country ſtrange and barren, and 
may die with want by the way; therefcre had Iſaac 
ſent camels laden with proyiſion of the beſt things 
pf 'the land of Canaan. And when thou ob- 
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jeQeſt, I am here in a dry land where no water 
is, in a deſart country, where is a famine to 
the ſou], then know, Jeſus has provided for it. He 
who hed: Iſrael through the wilderneſs, and rained 
upon them manna, and clave the hard rock, and 
aye them water as out of the ſpringing well, has, in 
fie manner, prepared for thee a table in the wil- 
derneſs of this world. His fleſh ſhall be thy 
daily, thy ſuper-ſubſtantial bread, and his blood 
{hall be thy drink indeed. This ſhall be to thee 
like the widow's cruſe of cil and her meal, it 
ſhall never fail. Thou ſhalt eat and live for 
ever, and drink of this brook by the way, and. 
lift up thy head. This is the true bread which 
came down from heaven, and gives life to the 
world. He has prepared for thee the fruit of the 
tree of life, and wine that rejoiceth the heart of 
God and man, 

But ftill if Rebekah had been Joath to leave any 
thing, ſhe might have ſaid, how ſhall | part with 
my on pleaſant country, or leave my compa- 

nions, the damſels, and my nurſe, whom I have 
loved? How ſhall I bid farewel to my mother and 
my biother, and go away ? Why, therefore had 
Iſaac ſent her jewels and proviſions. better and 
more <efirable than what her own country yield- 
ed; and by all the tokens of fave ur and grace, 
he FELL ner :flured be w-.u'd be better to her 
than lather and mother, ur e and ſiſters; 
and for her compamions ſhe had no need to 
leave them; he had ſent her many camels, that 
ſhe night be ing with her many others of her com- 
Panious, an® thereby ſignified there was room 
fo: ali, So canit thou think about leaving the 
world, thy frienas, th. companions, and plea- 
ſures, & c. But O look up and fee what a country 


thou 
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thou art going to poſieſs; one taſte of the powers 


of the world to come, one glimpſe of the city of 
the firſt-born ſhall make thee for ever remember 
thou art here a ſtranger, and thy home and thy 
houſe is in a better world; nor grieve too much 
if thy father ſhould diſown thee, or the that bare 
thee ſhould hate thee; ſhould thy brethren or 


thy ſiſters deſpiſe thee, take it not hard, do 


not be diſcouraged, for when thy father or ma- 


ther forſake thee, the Lord ſhall take thee up. He 


will be better than ten fathers; thou ſhalt have 
in him a hundred fold 'in this world, and in'the 
world to come, eternal life. And thy pleaſures 
they are only for a ſeaſon, but the pleaſures at 


_ God's right hand are for evermore. If thou haſt 


companions or friends, that thou loveſt, or ſuch 
as are dear to thee, thou haſt no need to leave 
them; but Jeſus himſelf tells thee, “ There is 

room,“ bring them along with thee, and Jeſus will 
receive them all, with a Come in ye bleſſed of 
the Lord'“ If they have been companions in ſin, 


if ye have walked with them m the patns of deatb, 


O then invite them to come with you to the king- 
dom of God. The ſame wounds that made you 
an open door into the marriage, ſhall receive 
them in too; the ſame mouth that calls you, calls' 
them alſc, Phe ſame arms ſtretched out to embrace 


| you, are open to embrace them. It is a glorious, 


a ſufficient and infinite ſalvation; there is room 
enough for all the world, and all things are ready, 


therefore I pray you come to the marriage: Come 


in, ye bleſſed of the Lord,“ ye dear ſouls, who 
hunger and thirſt after redemption and righteouſ- 
neſs; and whoever waits like a beggar at the door, 
poor in ſpririt, and vile and unworthy in your 
own cyes, Come in, wherefore do you ftand 

| | | | without!“ 
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without? there is room for you; come in and be 
ſaved. 85 5 
Let me reaſon with you, as Abraham's ſervant 
did with Rebekah's relations: He ſaid, Tell me 
if your daughter ſhall go; or if not, let me go in 
ſearch farther to the right hand or to the left?“ 
So I ſay to you: Tell me, what anſwer ſhall I 
carry back to the Lord my Maſter ? Shall I return. 
weeping, and bring him the heavy tidings, Lord, 
they will not come? They all began with one 
accord to make excuſe;” they made light of it. 
It was nothing to them that the King of heaven 
and earth offers them marriage, that they are re- 
deemed by his own blood; and that he comes 
himſelf, and has ſent his prophets, riſing early, 
and his apoſtles and miniſters, now in the end of 
the world, to pray them to be reconciled. What 
fay ye? Shall 1 go farther in queſt of ſouls, 
becauſe ye have no mind to be laved, or have 
fo many objections? O no! methinks I hear you 
fay, I will go.” Aſk your hearts, Are you wil- 
Iing to be the ſpouſe and ſiſter of Jeſus, the King's 
daughter? Do your hearts burn within you} to 
follow him? Do you want to have him kiſs you 
with the kiſſes of his love, and to put the ring 
upon your finger, and let that day come, when you 
no more ſhall call him “my Lord only, but my 
Huſband ?“ Hoſea ii. 16. Then know, aſſuredly, 
ſhall ſoon hear the ſinging and muſic in the 
heavenly houſe, and have the happineſs of being 
brought to the King. Here ye ſhall know and feel 
his love, but there, ye ſhall fee him, and go out 
no more for ever. O Lord, let that day come 
quickly | 1 Es 
. When Rebekah drew near to Abraham's hauſe, 


and fhe ſaw Iſaac coming out to meet her, ſhe 
- aſked, 


A 
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aſked, Who it was?” and the ſteward ſaid, * It 
is my Maſter; and immediately ſhe alighted from 
her camel, and took a veil and covered herſelf, 


and bowed down to the ground before him; and 


he took her and brought her to his mother's houſe, 
and ſhe became his wife; and now all her journies 
and dangers were over; now the joy of being 
with her huſband had ſwallowed up all fears and 


troubles for ever; and all that her huſband has 
is her's; alſo, ſhe is joint heir with him. So, 


by and by, ſhall it be with you, ye bleſſed ſouls, 
who now are reſolved to be his in body and ſoul: 
Very ſoon your journies, and pains, and tears ſhall 
come to an eternal end; and when your ſtrength. 


fails you, and you are ready to expire, like Stephen, _ 


you ſhall lift up your eyes and ſee Jeſus coming 
out to meet you : He that has prayed for thee, thou 
poor inner, and made interceſſion with ſtrong cries: 
and tears, and in a bloody and ſhameful death ran- 


ſomed thee, ſhall come out to welcome thee in. 0 


what wilt thou think when thou ſeeſt him, and 
when it ſhall be told thee, - That is thy Maſter 
that is the face which was once marred more than 
any man's; that is the Lamb who took away thy 
ſin; thoſe are the arms that were once bound to the 
croſs, which now are ſtretched out to embrace and 
careſs thee; that is the King's Son, who hath be- 


trothed thee to himſelf, in his loving kindneſs, and 


mercy, and righteouſneſs? I ſay, what wilt thou 


think, or what wilt thou do? I know thou wilt 
alight and cover thy face for joy and ſhame, and 
fall down before him, while he ſhall ſay to thee, 
* Come in, thou bleſſed of the Lord! Come and 


enter thy Maſter's joy; I have prepared room for 


thee in my Father's houſe,” and for the virgins that po 


are thy fellows, O what ſhall we feel When 2 
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firft fee the Lamb of God face to face! How aſhamed 
ſhall we be at our unworthineſs to be his bride ! 
How: glad that he is ſo loving and merciful! All 
the comforts which we have inwardly poſſeſſed in 
believing on him, all the ſecret raptures and incon- 
ceivable ſweets in his preſence, here in this world, 

ſhall be nothing, in compariion of what we ſhall 
then ſeel, when we ſee him, when he ſhall ſpeak to 
us and we to him. We ſhall then confeſs, with the 
queen of Sheba, when ſhe ſaw the glory of Solomon, - 
<'Fhe one half of it was not told me in my own 
country!” O let none here make light of it; come 
to this marriage to which God himſr f invites you; 


and join with me to be ſeech our Saviour, the Bride- 
- groom and Head of all our ſouls, that we foon toge- 


ther may fit down at this marriage-tupper, and be 
for ever and ever with him. Grant this, © Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, thou Son of God, for thy 2 75 blood 
and death's fake, Amen. 
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